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Discipline of 1850.1*4 The consistency of these
protests is beyond all question. They connect as
closely with the ^0os of the Oxford Movement
as the Claim of Right in 1842 with the whole
character of Presbyterian history.
But nowhere is the whole nature of that ^#09
so apparent as in the controversy which raged
round the Gorham judgment. 'It is,' Mr. Glad-
stone wrote to Maiming,145 'a stupendous issue.'
Here was a definite declaration on the part of the
State as to what must be taken to be the true doc-
trine of the Church of England. The judgment
caused widespread consternation. It seemed to
make the Church what an able writer later termed
6 simply a religious body to which the State con-
cedes certain rights, dignities and possessions not
enjoyed by non-established churches, and over
which the State, in return for this concession,
exercises an authority from which non-established
Churches are free.'146 It was a denial of the
Church's right to declare its own belief to which,
so Pusey urged, Magna Charta was the pledge;
*if the State,' he told a great London audience,147
'will not, as Magna Charta pledges it, allow that
"the Church should have liberties inviolate," we
must ask that the State will set us free from itself. *
A striking protest was drawn up against the right
of the Privy Council ' practically to exercise in
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